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EEL FREE
The hest way to experience Alaska is with Norwegian Cruise
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The huuthéﬂ
farm focuses

on all things
coconut — and
all things family

by MARTY WENTZEL

AL Punakas Palma,
Kal McPhes [right)
shares his leve af

Hawall's coconul crogp
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UNAKEA PALMS

s a family affair.

Island-ralsed owner
Kal McPhes runs the west
Maui coconut farm with his
wife, Megan couple got
married on an oceanview
bluff therel His father — who
planted the estate’'s coconuts
mare than 10 years ago — lives
on the farm with Kai's mom
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and Kai's sister and her kids.
A similar spirit of ohana
(family) extends to guests on
Punakea's two-hour tours,
which offer a lively look at
Hawail’s fconic coconut,
Participants can stroll
around the upcounkry
expanse while admiring its
250 coconut trees — some
of which are as tall as 100
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feet. Visitors taste-test water
from just-opened coconuts in
various stages of maturity,
and they munch on cooonit
meat of differing ripeness

The experience culminates
in an outdoor exhibition
kitehien, where gussts get
imvolved in making — and
slurping — their cwn cocomut
milk, Everyone receives 3
souvenir bottle of the rich,
creamy resulis

“Once you put cocomut
milk In your colfee or cereal,
it's garme over,” McPhee said.
“Youll never go back to
regular milk.”

MecPhee makes learning
fumn as he talks about the
many uses of the coconut,
froam its oil and fiber to jts
health benefits. He tailors
conversations to the interests
of each group, and he engages
youngsters, asking them
to describe what they are
tasting and seeing. Since
tours are limited to 10 people,

farms new :.u: shop
up coconut-centric ke
such as T-shirts, hats and
cooking tools
McFPhee encourages
families to bring a picnic
lunch, which they can
enjoy after the tour on the
oceanview biuff. Plans call for
the addition of a cafe selling
fresh tastes from the farm
“Persanally. | have never
met a coconut [ didn't love,”
McPhee said. "I hope visitors
teel the same way by the end
of the tour” (www punakes
patms.com)
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MIL VIP packages will include

launch July 14, the same day

HIS JULY MARKS the 50th

anniversary of Apollo 11's

seminal moon landing in
1969, To celebrate the momentous
event, Space Center Houston is
hosting nine days of special activities
for kids — and adults — to discover
MASA's history. The celebration will

in full-day festivities July 20, the
anniversary of the moon landing

to Earth 50 years ago
will comprise book signings, an

evening concert, late-night tours
1o Rocket Park and more. Fanel

presentations throughout the day

will introduce visitors to topics
such as lunar module operations
and hinar sclence experiments

TOUR GPERATORS

KID-APPROVED ITINERARY

1G FIVE TOURS & EXPEDITIONS has announced the first itinerary
created by its recently launched Kids Keuneil a junior think tank put together
by the tour operator to discover what children ages & to 15 see as important
to them when they travel The new itinerary, India Kids Kouncil Approved, offers
experiences that include exploring the natural habitat of tigers in Panna Mational
Park, vislting the one-of-a-kind Sulabh International Museum of Tollets and taking a
family Segway tour through Mew Delhl
“Uf vou want to change the world, set out on a path that inspires confidence with

Apolla 11 lifted off. and culminate

itself The celebration will conclude
July 24, the date Apollo 11 returned

The all-day celebration on July 20

L

wlditional experiences, such
15 a tour of Apollo Misskon

Control Center — where the
Apoilo 11 mission was operated
and a special presentation by a
range of Apollo-era experts

Here are some of the other
recurring events presented by
Space Center Houston

Tram Tours Every day from
Juby 16-24, the center’s MASA tram
towtr will take visitors to the Apollo
Mission Control Center, which will
be restored to its 1960s look

Pop-Up Science Labs: These
Apollo 11-themed labs will ket kids
interact with sclence and engineer-
ing fAirsthand. Workshops will help
them understand what went into
making the first moon walk happen

Lunch With Apallo Flight
Controllers: On July 16 and 24
participants will enjoy a lunch and
discussion with an Apallo-era {light
controller and get the chance to ask
about experiences and MEmores
from the mission. On July 18, there
is a similar lunch with the descen-
dants of Apollo-era astronauts and
flight controllers. fwwhw spacecenier
org) — Kristie Chairil

the ones who will one day be in charge” said Ashish Sanghrajka, president of Big =
Five, "Let them see that their opinions can malke a difference now, and they will be :-hlw
more willing to lead the changes of the future.” fwww bigfive.com) — Kenneth Shapiro B Dinihal, Iadia.

Family Oataways
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